
• All DER applications require an engineer-stamped 
complete plan set. This must include an aerial site layout, a 
wiring diagram, and all equipment spec sheets. Design and 
installation shall comply with the NEC and local governing 
requirements.
• Every applicant must submit verification of the install-
er’s Texas Electrical Contractor’s License. All installations 
or system alterations must be conducted by a TDLR elec-
trical contractor who is a master electrician or employs a 
master electrician who will oversee the installation.
• Jacket/insulation piercing connectors: taps for intercon-
nection are only permitted if installed after the first over-
current device, where an OCPD is between the utility meter 
and the Jacket piercing connectors. 
• Each distributed energy system must have a Rapid 
Shutdown function. Lockable disconnect(s) must also be 
installed at each alternate source, allowing for the discon-
nection of each source without disconnecting the site from 
grid power. Please see our sample line diagrams for proper 
placement. 
• TVEC requires a production meter for every DER 
installation, which captures total production before any 
consumption from the site loads. Termination of the DER 
source shall occur on the Load/Bottom side of the pro-
duction meter base. TVEC does not supply the meter base 
but will install the production meter upon notification of a 
completed installation. Please see our sample line diagrams 
for proper placement. 
• The disconnect(s) for all grid-tied distributed energy 
sources and production meter base shall accompany the 
utility meter (within 10 feet) and be accessible to the utility 
from the exterior of the installation site. This requirement 
applies to all ground—and roof-mounted systems where the 
interconnection occurs on the same structure that houses 
the utility billing meter. 
•  All disconnects, and the production meter base must 
have permanent identifying labels, such as “Battery Dis-
connect, Solar Disconnect, Production Meter.” The utility 
meter base must have a permanent label that states “Cau-
tion: Multiple Sources Of Power.” 
 

•  The Production meter base and all alternate source dis-
connects shall be installed at a minimum height of 4 feet 
and a maximum height of 6 feet above the finished grade. 
All measurements are taken from the finished grade to the 
center of the equipment. 

Disconnect & Production Meter Proximity Exceptions 
Under the exceptions below, placards (Minimum size 5”x 
5”) must be installed within one foot of the utility billing 
meter and one foot of the source disconnects. The plac-
ards must contain a complete aerial layout of the site and 
equipment, giving specific directions to the location of all 
alternate source disconnects and the production and utility 
billing meters.
a. If there is not enough space within 10 feet of the utility 
meter to house all the proposed equipment. (TVEC must 
approve this assessment)
b. The DER installation and interconnection will occur on 
a structure served by a utility meter located on a separate 
structure. (i.e., The house meter also services the shop 
where the installation and interconnection are to take place)
c. The utility meter that serves the site is on a meter pole, 
pedestal, or pad-mounted transformer, not mounted on the 
actual structure where the installation will occur.

Under any exception, TVEC access to the production, util-
ity billing meter, and all alternate source disconnects shall 
not be hindered. 

TVEC acknowledges certain developments, and HOAs 
may have different requirements regarding DER equipment 
placement. However, to ensure ease of access for all emer-
gency and utility personnel, TVEC requires that the alter-
nate source disconnect(s), Rapid Shutdown Device, and the 
production meter base accompany the existing utility meter 
with no fence, partition, or divider separating this equip-
ment. ( Approved exceptions are still subject to all placard-
ing requirements.) 

Installations that do not meet these requirements are 
prohibited.

DER / Solar
Installation Guidelines
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1800 E MULBERRY ST,
KAUFMAN, TX 75142

PHONE:  +1 972-932-2214

TRINITY VALLEY ELECTRIC CO-OP
PAGE:
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Solar/DER Installation
Acknowledgment Form

Installations and system additions must meet the latest National Electric Code specifications and specifications 
established by TVEC and local governing authorities. 

Upon completion, one site review of the installation is conducted at no charge. If the installation does not meet 
all requirements upon the initial review, TVEC will charge the system installer $250 for each additional  
site assessment.

TVEC will provide the appropriate meters for monitoring each member’s grid-tied distributed generation instal-
lation. This includes one dual-register billing meter and one system production meter.

Member
_____ I have received the TVEC Distributed Energy Resource Installation Guide.
_____ I have verified that my installer is a TDLR-licensed electrical contractor who employs or is a master  
electrician who will oversee this installation. 
_____ I understand that any DER installation may not be operated until all installation requirements are met 
and permission to operate is granted.

Member Name: _________________________________ TVEC Account Number: _______________________ 
Phone: _______________________   Email Address: _______________________________________________  
Service Address: ____________________________________________________________________________  
Signature: _______________________________________________ Date: _____________________________ 

Installer (if other than member)
_____ I have received the TVEC Distributed Energy Resource Installation Guide.
_____ I understand a TDLR-licensed electrical contractor employing a master electrician will oversee this installation.
_____ I understand that any DER installation cannot be operated until all installation requirements are met and 
permission to operate is granted.

Installation Company Name: __________________________________________________________________
Name: _____________________________________________ Title: __________________________________  
TDLR Electrical Contractor Name: _______________________________ License Number: ________________
Business Address: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
Phone : ______________________  Email Address:_______________________________________________
Signature:________________________________________________ Date:____________________________  

February 2025


